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This presentation is based on excerpts from Financing Water Infrastructure: 
Ten Actions, a report commissioned by the World Water Council. 

Opinions, errors and omissions are the author’s own.  



SETTING THE COURSE

Typology of water infrastructure projects

Typology of water infrastructure investors

Broader attribution of risk and return



TYPOLOGY OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
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TYPOLOGY OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

• Agree a codified typology using multiple layers 

• Develop an open-source framework for 
self-classifying water infrastructure projects

• Apply external validation and scrutiny





TYPOLOGY OF INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTORS
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TYPOLOGY OF INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTORS

• Agree a codified typology using multiple layers

• Develop an open-source a framework for
self-documenting  mandates and preferences

• Validate based on actual investments made



Infrastructure Financing Instruments and Incentives, OECD 2015



ATTRIBUTION OF RISK AND RETURN
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Infrastructure Financing Instruments and Incentives, OECD 2015





Counter-

factual 

risk



ATTRIBUTION OF RISK AND RETURN

• Risk analyses should seek to understand the economic, 
social and environmental impact of non-delivery 

• This insight should be aligned with the returns on 
investment derived from improved water security
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